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RESPONSE TO WRESTLING TOURNAMENT AT CHRIST COMMUNITY CHURCH'S C3 SPORTS COMPLEX AS 

POTENTIAL COVID-19 SUPER-SPREADER EVENT 


(College Township, PA) — A wrestling tournament was conducted Friday, September 11 through 
Sunday, September 13 at the C3 Sports complex in College Township. As a result of a failure on the part 
of the Governor and the Secretary of Health to issue an injunction to stop the event, more than 1,200 
competitors participated and an additional 1,500 people attended The Olympic Club Duals, a 
tournament that included scholastic, cadet and junior wrestlers from all over the United States. 

Left with no way to legally shut-down the event, College Township worked with the State College Police 
Department, State College Borough Health Department and Centre Region Code Administration to 
protect the residents of the region as well as the participants of the event. During the three day 
tournament, more than 30 citations/violations were written for fire code infractions, zoning use 
violations, health code violations and violations of the College Township ordinance enforcing state 
restrictions on indoor gathering sizes. For practical and safety purposes, citations were issued only to 
the host facility and the event organizers, not to individuals attending the event. 

Prior to the event, College Township contacted both C3 Sports and the event organizers and were 
informed that the event would be in violation of current local and state COVID-19 restrictions but they 
chose to proceed regardless. Even after the event began and despite fine costs estimated to exceed 
$10,000, C3 Sports and event organizers continued the event. Unfortunately, prior discussions and the 
listed fines are the full extent of College Township's power to influence such events. Doubly unfortunate 
is the fact that when College Township requested aid to enforce the state restrictions, the Governor's 
office, where the power lies to forcibly prevent such an event, declined to assist. 

Participants' posts on a variety of social media outlets made it amply clear that C3 Sports and event 
organizers, despite statements prior that they had a strict COVID protection plan, took little or no action 
to enforce either masking requirements or social distancing requirements. Further, as the issued 
citations testify, they failed to take the overall safety of the participants into account. As an example, 
the health code regulations related to the sale of prepared food were violated on successive days of the 
tournament, resulting in the revocation of C3 Sports/Christ Community Church's license to sell prepared 
foods on-site. 



College Township strongly condemns this event and is deeply disappointed in C3 Sports, the event 
organizers, the Governors' and PA Secretary of Health's Office for risking the health and welfare of the 
participants, the residents of College Township, the Centre Region and Centre County by taking no 
action to cancel, postpone or shut-down this event. Other area organizations and businesses could also 
have taken more proactive steps to prevent such an egregious occurrence. College Township is aware 
that there are similar events scheduled in the near future at this site and other locations both in College 
Township and within the Centre Region. College Township will meet later today to discuss additional 
amendments to our temporary COVID restriction ordinance to better address circumstances of events 
such as the one this weekend. 

If the current state guidelines remain in place, we call on the community to express their concerns to 
those who are responsible for placing the health of this community in jeopardy by contacting them 
directly. This includes conducting any event safely regardless of the current pandemic restrictions. 
Should these future events occur in spite of your and our efforts, College Township will continue to do 
its best to control and enforce that which is within our powers. 
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